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IBS 


News Releases 


1970 CHARTER IBS CLUBS 


Pine Tree Rifle Club, Inc., c/o 
Ralph Skakel, IBS Director, 210 Bur- 
ton Lane, Johnstown, N. Y. 12095. 


South Creek Rod & Gun Club, R.D. 
#2, Gillett, Pa. 16925, c/o Jack Dem- 
ing, IBS Director, R.D. #1, Lawrence- 
ville, Pa. 16929. 


The Original Pa. 1000-Yd. Bench- 
rest Ass’n., c/o Don Park, IBS Di- 
rector, 2111 W. Third St., Williams- 
port, Pa. 17701. 


The Greenville Rifle & Pistol Club, 
Inc., P.O. Box 8672, Station A, Green- 
ville, S. C. 29604. 


Lower Providence Rod & Gun 
Club, c/o George J. Etter, IBS Di- 
rector, 222 Walnut St., Spring City, 
Pa. 19475, 


Volunteer Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc., 
c/o J. E. Fowler, IBS Director, 1101 
Oaklett Dr., Knoxville, Tenn. 37912. 


Council Cup Rifle Range, c/o Wal- 
lace E. Hart, IBS Director, 300 West 
Fourth St., Nescopeck, Pa. 18635. 


Hamburg Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc., 
c/o Emmett A. Francis, IBS Director, 
Box 12, Hamburg, Pa. 19526. 


Izaak Walton League of America, 
c/o Charles W. Smith, IBS Director, 
2341 Breezewood Road, York, Pa. 
17404. 


Minnetonka Game & Fish Club, c/o 
Phil G. Carney, IBS Director, 5637 
James Ave. South, Minneapolis, Minn. 
55419. 


Sulphur Springs Rifle & Revolver 
Club, Muncy, Pa. 17756 c/o Charles 
Pardoe, IBS Director, R.D. #2, Mun- 
cy, Pa. 17756. 


River Bend Gun Club, Inc., c/o 
Homer H. Bush, Jr., IBS Director, 
Route 2, Duluth, Ga. 30136. 


Central Pennsylvania Rifle Club, 
Inc., c/o C. D. McElwee, IBS Di- 
rector, R.D. #1, Dauphin, Pa. 17018. 


Capital City Rifle and Pistol Club, 
c/o Maurice Hyde, Jr., IBS Director, 
R.F.D. #4, Augusta, Me. 04330. 


H. & L. Sportsman’s Pistol & Rifle 
Club, R.D. #1, Harveys Lake, Pa. 
18618. 


Camillus Sportsmen’s Club, c/o 
John Sagert, 910 N. Townsend St., 
Syracuse, N. Y. 13208. 


Guthsville Rod & Gun Club, c/o 
George W. Elison, Recording Secy., 
P.O. Box 352, Allentown, Pa. 18105. 


Everglades Rifle and Pistol Club, 
Inc., 5673 Basil Drive, West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 33406, c/o J. G. Kovach, 
IBS Director, 344 N.E. 167th Street, 
Miami, Fla, 33162. 


Liverpool Rod and Gun Club, c/o 
Richard J. Deneve, IBS Director, 803 
Liverpool Rd., Liverpool, N. Y. 13088. 


York Benchrest Shooters Club, c/o 
George Wachmann, IBS Director, 
1109 Morrison Heights Rd., Oakville, 
Ontario, Canada. 

McKinley Benchrest Shooters Club, 
c/o Robert L. Moser, IBS Director, 
1025 Shadyside S.W., Canton, Ohio. 
44710. 

Province of Quebec Rifle Associ- 
ation, 272 Bourget, Beloeil, Quebec, 
Canada, c/o Mrs. Joan Branch, Secy. 

Watervliet Fish and Game Pro- 
tective Assn., c/o Robert D. Anto- 
nucci, IBS Director, 49 Marshall Ave., 
Schenectady, N. Y. 12304. 

Reading Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc., 
c/o Malcolm E. Barron, IBS Director, 
11 Dartmouth, Beverly, Mass. 01915. 

Permian Basin Rifle & Pistol Club, 
Inc., c/o R. J. Maberry, IBS Director, 
P.O. Box 459, Midland, Texas 79701. 

Black Ash Sportsman, Inc., c/o Ed 
Beedle, IBS Director, R.D. #2, Car- 
line Drive, Meadville, Pa. 16335. 


* * * 


WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW CLUBS 


Altoona Rifle & Pistol Club, c/o 
John Kaylor, 709-4th St., Juniata, Al- 
toona, Pa. 16601. 

Millport Saturday Nite Shooters, 
c/o Harold Oslon, Shinglehouse, Pa. 
16748. 

Delmarva Sportsman’s Association, 
Inc., c/o S. Joseph Lesley, Exec. Sec., 
R.D. 2, Smyrna, Delaware 19977. 

Richmond Boro Gun Club, Inc., 
Staten Island, N. Y.—Edward Kno- 
bloch, 1544 Victory Blvd., Staten 
Island, N. Y., IBS Director; Joseph 
Vecchiarelli, 120 Ainsworth Avenue, 
Staten Island, N. Y. 10308, ClubSec’y. 

Belton Gun Club, Inc., P.O. Box 
605, Belton, South Carolina 29627. 
Contact J. K. Phillips, Secretary. 

Gallatin Gun Club, Gallatin, Tenn. 
37066. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


IBS Officers 


PRESIDENT 


Dr. A. H. Garcelon 
133 State Street 
Augusta, Maine 04330 
Phone 207 622-1711 


VICE PRESIDENT and 
MATCH SCHEDULE CHM* 
Robert W. Hart 
332 Montgomery Street 
Nescopeck, Pa. 18635 
Phone 717 752-3481 


TREASURER 
Clyde Hart 
R.D. No. 2 
LaFayette, N. Y. 13084 
Phone 315 696-5624 


SECRETARY 
M. H. Walker 
R.D. 1, Warren Rd. 
Mohawk, N. Y. 13407 
Phone 315 866-6971 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Emory L. Tooly 
8 Cline Street 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329 
Phone 315 429-9227 


IBS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 


TOP 5 IN CONTEST 
Paul Menjik 
Lloyd Allison 
R. Moorhead 

C. D. McElwee 
Ed Ferguson 


All other 25 contestants should get 
busy. Tempus Figits. 


The first prize Rem. 40XBR 6/47 
rifle has been augmented by 500 
Clarence Detsch 70 grain BT bullets! 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks 
or Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS 
Write to 


G. R. DOUGLAS COMPANY, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25312 


President’s Message 


Annual 
Meeting 


OFFICIAL NOTICE 


Nominating Committee Report 


Nominating Committee: Myles Hol- 
lister, Robert Pease and Williams 
Tardy. 

For President the Committee has 
presented the names of two men. 
They are as follows: Jack Deming, 
Lawrenceville, Pa., and Carl Lynn, 
Williamsport, Pa. 

For Treasurer, Malcolm E, Barron, 
Beverly, Mass. and George J. Stan- 
nard, Fairhaven, Vermont have been 
presented. 

A ballot has been provided in the 
October issue of Precision Shooting, 
1971. The ballot will be placed in 
all current IBS members’ magazines. 
These ballots should be properly 
marked and returned to the IBS of- 
fice postmarked not later than Jan. 1, 
1972. 


* * * 


The consensus of the Executive Com- 
mittee is that the office of Recording 
Secretary be appointive, with salary, 
rather than elective. 

So, no nominees for this office are 
being submitted, pending action by the 
Board of Directors at the Annual Meet- 
ing. 

A. H. Garcelon, Pres. 


* 


To the Membership of 
International Benchrest Shooters: 

The bylaws of I.B.S. require the 
publishing of the agenda of the Annu- 
al Meeting for three successive issues 
(i.e. 3 months) in the official journal 
“Precision Shooting” prior to the 
meeting. 

The members of the Executive 
Committee have been requesting the 
members to submit items for dis- 
cussion and necessary action since 
the last annual meeting. The follow- 
ing list of proposals are those that 
have been suggested and will be in- 
cluded in the agenda of the Annual 
Meeting. 

1. Committee Reports including 
delayed and/or tabled Committee Re- 
ports. 

2. Report of the Referee School 
and recommendations for improving, 
clarification and/or firming of rules. 

3. Consideration of establishing a 
“Powder-puff” or “Annie Oakley” 
match at certain tournaments; N.B. 
a match or matches with proper 


4 


awards for the ladies who have never 
shot in competition. 

4. Activation of NBRSA Liaison 
Committee. 

5. Consideration of restriction of 
competitors in tournaments to I.B.S. 
members. 

6. Establishment of method of 
compensating I.B.S. Recording Secre- 
tary. 

7. (a) Establishing an Internation- 
al Membership. Australians and 
Canadians both wish to be part of 
I.B.S. This necessitates a change in 
bylaws. 

(b) Consideration of rule 
changes from Australia. 


8. Changes in benchrest (heavy) 
rifle course-of-fire and rules. 


9. Consideration of need to add to 
Varmint and Sporter rifle rules a 
specification which strictly elimi- 
nates the possibility of barrel bed- 
ding blocks. 

10. Consideration of the use by 
one method or another of .22 cali- 
bers and/or the unmodified factory 
rifles in Hunter rifle class compe- 
tition. 

11. Classification of Hunter Rifle 
competitors according to equipment 
rather than by score. 

12. The possible establishment of 
Advisory Board or Council (with 
voice but without vote) made up of 
Ex-Presidents and Vice Presidents. 

13. The consideration of establish- 
ing an office of Second Vice Presi- 
dent. This officer to be by appoint- 
ment for year 1972, and duly elected 
each following year thereafter. 

14. Serious consideration for 
change in officer setup to assure 
continuity in this activity and a logi- 
cal, orderly progression in the or- 
ganization. 

15. Match fees. 


16. Require alternating benches in 
all registered matches. Note this 
would probably require increase in 
match fees. 

17. Specific duty assignment to 
various offices in I.B.S. 

18. Shooting in World Champion- 
ship Sporter and Light Varmint class- 
es at 100 yards on one day, 200-yard 
events on other day. 

19. Consideration of sticker for 
gun once weighed for tournament. 

20. Possibility of using squad ticket 
with specific shooting times assigned. 

21. Discussion and action on re- 
ports of: 

(a) Benchrest Rifle (heavy gun) 
Committee 

(b) Heavy Varmint Committee 

(c) Light Varmint Committee 


(d) Sporter Rifle Committee 
(e) Hunter Rifle Committee 

22. Establishing of a firm interpre- 
tation of the rifle weight rule in 
classes where specific weight is a 
rule. This is aimed at the extra 
ounce allowed for scale discrepancy. 

23. (On agenda) A competitor can 
receive only one tie per match or 
aggregate per range per class. For 
instance, if he wins more than one 
match at 100 yards in the Light Var- 
mint Class, he can receive only one 
tie but is eligible for a second tie at 
200 yards in the Light Varmint class. 
If a competitor should be eligible 
for a second tie in the same event, 
it should follow that it cannot be 
awarded to another as second place 
winner. 

This will eliminate any one com- 
petitor from the possibility of win- 
ning six ties in one event. Since one 
person can only wear one tie, this 
should prevent a surplus of ties with- 
in the organization and thereby en- 
hance their value. If ties are deemed 
by members to have no value or 
honor, their use and expense should 
be discontinued. 

24. Breaking of ties, particularly, 
in Hunter class. 

For the information of the mem- 
bers: 

The Benchrest Rifle Committee 
elected at the I.B.S. benchrest rifle 
tournament at Johnstown, New York, 
June 1971 consists of: 

Robert White, Chairman 
Richard DeNeve 
George Etter 

Heavy Varmint, Light Varmint, and 
Sporter Committees were elected at 
the I.B.S. Championships at Council 
Cup, Pennsylvania, August 11, 1971, 
and are as follows: 

Light Varmint Committee 
Jeanne Lynn, Chairman 
Jack Deming 
Carl Lynn 

Heavy Varmint Committee 
Robert White, Chairman 
William Dunn 
Malcolm Baron 
Robert Pease 

Sporter Rifle Committee 
James Stekl, Chairman 
Terry Detsch 
Wally Hart 
Donna Lee Stekl 

Hunter Rifle Committee 
Robert Hummel, Chairman 
Emmett Francis 
James Loucks 


— SPECIAL NOTE — 

The October ballot should not have 
included the name of Albert Creighton 
for IBS President. New ballots will be 
mailed to those who checked his name. 
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THE NEW 


15/45 


SPOTTING SCOPE 


joins the 
range team 
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NOW ... the acknowledged superior qualities of 
the famous Redfield Fifteen-Sixty, chosen by 
judges in world competition, have been built into 
its “‘little brother.’’ Long eye-relief, a simplified lens 
system for brilliant resolution, and rugged trouble- 
free construction provide outstanding performance 
...all of this for a suggested list price of $99.95. 

The range team still includes the Fifteen-Sixty 
Spotting Scope and the superlative Redfield “3200” 
Target Scope in 12X, 16X, 20X or 24X, and 
Redfield precision iron target sights, which have 
won the highest honors in the world’s top 
competitive matches, including the Olympics. 
Competitors of all ages and abilities choose 
Redfield target sights. 


See your gunsmith or gun dealer. 
Redtielad 

5800 East Jewell Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80222 
FREE catalog on request. 


IBS 
SHOOT REPORTS 


SOUTH CREEK 
ROD & GUN CLUB 
Fassett, Pa. 

Oct. 9 & 10, 1971 
REGISTERED H.V. AND 
SRORTER CLASS 
Don MclIlwain of Horseheads, N. Y. 
Shoots a World Record 

Don Mclliwain, a well-known BR 
competitor, did a yeoman’s job in 
collecting an official score of .2505 
at 200 yds. — Heavy Varmint Class 
(range score was .2479). 

Equipment — 222 cal. 700 Rem. 
sleeved action, Hart barrel 14 inch 
twist, 3200 Redfield scope, smithed 
and stocked by C. Hart, 26 gr. 748 BR 
powder, 53 grain Detsch bullets and 
Rem. 7% primers. Don’s individual 
groups were measured at: .645, .346, 
480, .456 and .578—a beautiful set 
of 200 yd. targets. 

Another tough competitor, William 
Dunn of Geneseo, N. Y., set a hot 
pace in both classes. His record is 
as follows: Sporter Class—100 yds. 
.3372, first place; 200 yd. aggregate 
.5474, fourth place; 100 and 200 yd. 
Grand Aggregate .4423, first place. 
In Heavy Varmint, Dunn was third 
with a .3080 at 100 yds.; third at 200 
yds. .3208 and second in the Grand 
Aggregate .3144. Bill was top man 
in the Two Rifle competition scoring 
.3144 H.V., .4423 Sporter and Com- 
bined Aggregate .3783. 

In Heavy Varmint Bill piloted a 
222%, Hart action and barrel, Lyman 
20X scope, Dave Hall smithing and 
stocking, 22 grains of 4198 powder 
behind Detsch 53 grain bullets. In 


Sporter Class a Hall improved 6x47 
caliber, Hart action and barrel, Ly- 
man 25X scope and 25.5 grains of 
Reloader #7 powder pushing Detsch 
70 grain bullets. 

Ira Whitney, of Lawrenceville, Pa., 
another top shooter, set a blistering 
pace at 100 yards in H.V. His aggre- 
gate for first was a .2460. At 200 
yards he came up with a .3035. Ira’s 
H.V. Grand .2747 took top honors for 
the class and approximately three 
hundredths of an inch larger than a 
world record shot by Mr. Suchan in 
1965. To acquire this fine aggregate, 
Whitney went the distance with a 
standard .222 Rem. 700 sleeved action, 
C. Hart barrel and smithing, Red- 
field 3200 24X scope, and 21 grains 
of DuPont 4198 propelling 52 grain 
Sierra bullets, and sparked by Rem. 
7% primers. 

OTHER STATISTICS 

25 competed in Sporter, and 39 in 

Heavy Varmint. 


SPORTER 

(Top 5) 

100 Yards 
it BH aDURH 2 haath ek es 2 .3372 
2 Wialive Harts Ss ooo. 545 > 3546 
5 er, Bt Td (Bh 51 Node .3672 
4 tS USRAT ZING Kies Se ee 4082 
5G DetsCh aaron eee © Ne .4576 

200 Yards 
Lv GaryrOCOeK = 22h pon ee ac = 5129 
2. Robert Wihite= 2 5240 
3\dack Demme, 22. Ae 5342 
4. UBill+Diltince 23 5474 
Do DeisChnscnc a. Lee aes 5480 

100 & 200 Yard Grand 

DCE Damn ai ae ss es Rae 4423 
22 Wut abt ee ae 4532 
SoC. Detschiw<. + sets ee bs 5028 
4 Capua ee 5063 
Dj. A> Diensin ger so. we ee 5281 


Reservations for IBS Winter Meeting 
HOLIDAY EAST AT BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 


Those traveling Interstate81 — Exit 2W. For those who travel 
Route 17, use the Court Street Exit #75. 


Call Holiday Inn nearest you and reservations will be com- 
pleted. Be sure to mention IBS Meeting, Holiday East, Bingham- 


ton, N. Y. 


Saturday, Jan. 8, 1972 — Meeting time 9:30 A.M. 

Sunday, Jan. 9, 1972 — Meeting time 9:00 A.M. 

Bull Sessions — Friday and Saturday evenings 
Ladies Program with Prizes 


For direct reservations call: Beverly Hoyle, Holiday East, 
Binghamton. 


HEAVY VARMINT 


(Top 5) 
100 Yards 
(13 men shot under .4 inch) 

tina Whithey. =o oe 2460 
2. Brank Bonter. = 2227505. > .2676 
3°. DUEDann Sec 2S 3080 
Aes Ei PAZIeN at. coe eS .3170 
Debs mempler 625 tase se oe 3230 

200 Yards 
1. Dow Melbwain, 2222. 23. 3 2479* 
2. Ira -Whithey:,.--22 S223 3035 
3. piboDain = 262 oe ee 3208 
AS SPAVZINS Ki. > See oe 3230 
ony Dan Huinail: = 232 ee, 3345 


* See first paragraph 
100 & 200 Yard Grand 


fora PWHINON? =! oon ee .2747 
LDU ao oe os 3144 
Sey Dontert 2-24 See .3350 
4.-Don Mcliwaifi, <222.--225 .3499 
pi Jack Decker... .-.-0 Soc. 3596 
TWO RIFLE AGGREGATE 
(Top 5) 
dis, Ba URN ne Soke 2 eo .3783 
cm GAR TA tse a oe 4426 
3. Don: Mell wain'- 20 2 see 4572 
4. A. Blensinger _-_____._____ 4587 
Sn G. Dtsch 2acSaceeete ee. 4610 
IOWA STATE 


HEAVY VARMINT CHAMPIONSHIP 
100 YARD TOURNAMENT 
Oct. 2, 1971 (3rd Annual) 

13 Shooters 

Ed Cabor of East Moline, Illinois 
took the top honors with a .3218 ag- 
gregate. Ed was firing a 222% ona 
700 sleeved action, Lyman 25X scope, 
Hart barrel, 28 grains of Hodgdon 
#322 powder and 51 grain Rorachach 
bullets. James Williams of Iowa 
Falls was second with .3318. Jim 
shot a .222 Rem., Lyman 20X scope, 
Shilen barrel and 27% grains of 
Hodgdon #322 powder, behind Sierra 
53 grain bullets. All shooters listed 
Remington 7% primers and Reming- 
ton brass. Smallest group — Milton 
Duvel .176. 

Seven shooters competed in a 
Sporter Class 100 Yd. Shoot. Again 
Ed Cabor topped the field — .3978. 
Larry White of West Salem, Wis. 
nailed down second — .4864. Small- 
est group — Cabor .304. 


CAPITOL CITY 
RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB 
REGISTERED HUNTER MATCH 
September 19, 1971 
14 Competitors 
(Top 3 in each class) 
MASTER HUNTER 


Score 
dn GOPCelOnr Sosa 3 oe ee 222 
De WOMLORS cose ake ee ee 212 
RGM OSS ascaee oe ha ea 204 
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~ 


te 


NOVICE HUNTER 


PONCG ht 2h ts ee ees 221 
BoldUes 222552-2 wis fee e 216 
NMertitield:. Shoe Le 211 
October 3, 1971 
21 Competitors 
(Top 3 in each class) 
MASTER HUNTER 
Score 
EVORCS ete eocatoek. oo opecsees 234 
Mikiwoléeiccalect sone ae 230 
PUPA cacciue ks san oee ete 223 
eeiele a ee eee = 223 
Mréeman: = _ 2023 ies es ese ee 223 
NOVICE HUNTER 
Wraiker: Itz oes oso eee 218 
Burns ees oe AS ese es 215 
Boldié. 220282220252 212 
IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE 
York, Pa. 
IBS REGISTERED 
HUNTER RIFLE MATCH 
October 17, 1971 
MASTER CLASS 
(Top 5) 
Score 
Jvc Miller jn sis ocncsnosesee 247-9 
Duncannon, Pa. 
ReReinOeh es been oacens 247-8 
Shoemakersville, Pa. 
OMS OWL sci Sows see os 246-6 
Birdsboro, Pa. 
A JEMmel ese No 246-5 
Reinholds, Pa. 
hill B Sigh a EY a: Vy bane sn cote ee a 244-9 
Red Lion, Pa. 
HUNTER CLASS 
(Top 5) 
SA rex ler® jee. seen 248-7 
York, Pa. 
bs Ressler © Scsce. sce sees 245-7 
York, Pa. 
Ly nOUCks; .45e Sas eeate SSS 236-7 
York, ‘Pa. 
Pratt a Hy arc bee oa 236-1 
Red Lion, Pa. 
Bilinnsecal eee ees 235-2 
York, Pa 
NOVICE CLASS 
Perl Stee eee eee 215-1 
York, Pa. 


* 


Winner of Warm-up 


VOLUNTEER RIFLE & 
PISTOL CLUB 
P.O. Box 5115 
Knoxville, Tenn. 37918 
IBS REGISTERED MATCH 
Sept. 25 & 26, 1971 
J. H. Hawkins Reports 


This being the last match of the 


season we were pleased to have such 
a fine attendance. We were especial- 


ly 


glad to have Macy Briley shooting 


again. 
illness. 


He had been absent due to 
The time off did not seem 


to upset his shooting ability as he 
won both Light and Heavy Varmint 


classes. 


Nick Young of Hialeah, Fla. 


was the victor in the Experimental 
class, shooting a fine grand aggre- 


gate. 


This was a real treat for most 


of us as we had never seen an ex- 


perimental rifle shot. 


H. R. Mears 


was first in the Heavy Benchrest 


rifle class 


in the first registered 


benchrest match he ever attended. 
Congratulations, Mr. Mears — that is 
the best position to start. 
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EXPERIMENTAL CLASS 
Sept. 25, 1971 


Grand 
Nick. Younes) :.52. 5255225 20--— 4462 
Hialeah, Fla. 
JetiPowler! 2 ess 2283 4690 
Concord, Tenn. 
JACK Haley sso sees ee -7085 


Rockwood, Tenn. 


BENCHREST RIFLE CLASS 
Sept. 25, 1971 


Het Mears 25 ae gee CS .6695 
Gallatin, Tenn. 

Lioyd Alison 22.ses<--- -7035 
Gallatin 3 

G:-R, Halliburton 3254-202. 1.0682 
Gallatin 


Hornady’s Gr 


Supreme Accuracy 
on 50-yard target ranges. 
This lead bullet won't © 
be outshot by any other 
.38 bullet available. 


Special Lubricant 
is clean to handle and 
dry to the touch— 

not sticky... 
Hornady’s exclu- 

sive formula. 

It completely 

fills grooves 

for minimum 

leading. 


Hollow-base 
Design gives | 
ultimate accuracy. 


-*Also available in round nose 


and semi-wadcutter, 158 gr., 


for $3.20 per hundred. Vol- — 
ume users write for prices. 


LIGHT VARMINT 
Sept. 26, 1971 


Ts Mi: ‘Briley. 2222-3 eS 3945 
Gallatin 
2. David Galbraith -s.-.-.-.. 4427 


Concord, Tenn. 
HEAVY VARMINT 
Sept. 25, 1971 
13 Contestants 


(Top 5) 

1.4 Madey Briley .2-o2 See S202 
Gallatin, 

25° Sam beckett= 2 2.2 2-ts55.2 3594 
Center Point, Ala. 

Bao La MUPDN Ose ot cee 3746 
Somerset, Ky. 

AS Vim, OWKINS. 20 2 os.no ces 3926 
Knoxville 

bt JeLrey SCLUuges 2-25 ot an oes 3954 


Hendersonville, Tenn. 

Looking forward to next year as 
we understand there will be two new 
ranges holding benchrest shooting in 
this area. 


— NOTICE — 

First registered IBS Benchrest Shoot 
Gallatin Gun Club, Gallatin, Tenn., 
Dec. 11, 1971. Matches will be in 
Heavy Benchrest, Light Varmint and 
Heavy Varmint at 100 yards only. 
Starting time 9:00 A.M. For further 
information call: Macy D. Briley, 222 
Bonita Ave., Gallatin, Tenn. 37066. 
Phone (615) 452-1831. 


ave none of 
voids found 


- hollow-base wadcutter 
bullet is $3.00 per hundred. 
86 Bullets for Handloading. Send forlist — 


The 


Rifleman’s 
Corner 


® 


By GARY L. ANDERSON 
R.R. 2 


Axtell, Nebraska 68924 


The Sitting 


Position 


The sitting position is, in many 
ways, the most paradoxical of the 
shooting positions. It is not even 
recognized by the International 
Shooting Union and sees little use 
outside of the United States, yet in 
the USA, it is a fundamental part of 
our gallery four-position and high 
power National Match courses. 

Some gallery shooters say sitting is 
as easy as prone — some high power 
shooters say they should clean every 
sitting string they fire. Still other 
gallery and high power shooters have 
trouble keeping their sitting scores 
ahead of their offhand scores. The 
West German national standard rifle 
course permits shooters over 45 to 
use either kneeling or sitting, yet I 
remember only a handful of German 
shooters every trying sitting. Some 
of their shooters thought it was just 
too difficult to master and some 
thought it lacked the esthetic appeal 
of the internationally accepted kneel- 
ing position. 

In one respect, I can sympathize 
with those who have extreme diffi- 
culty mastering sitting. There is 
probably no other position where the 
ability to fire good scores is more 
determined by the dictates of genetic 
chance, Some otherwise average 


A BETTER SCOPE MOUNT 


On® © © 


GET YOUR SCOPE OFF THE BARREL with this 
unique one piece bridge mount for target 
scopes providing easy, positive alignment. 


Made from light weight aluminum alloy, and 
designed for use with Remington rifle model 
40X, 40XB, and short model 700 series—and 
Redfield #3200 ana Unert! Posa-mount scopes, 
this bridge mount makes barrel. tapping un- 
necessary. Price $15.00 postpaid. 


Bridge Mount Company P.O. Box 3344 
Lubbock, Texas 79410 


shooters are consistent sitting win- 
ners because their bodies are ideal- 
ly proportioned for sitting. Other 
shooters are winners in everything 
but sitting and place their aggregate 
ranking in dire jeopardy every time 
they fire sitting because they just 
don’t seem to be built right. 

Actually, the situation isn’t that 
bad. I don’t believe there is any 
adult who can’t find a sitting position 
that won’t produce scores compara- 
ble to his other positions. If he pays 
careful attention to his body confor- 
mation in selecting his position, he 
should be able to find a position that 
will be practically as steady as his 
prone position. Indeed, a good sit- 
ting rapid fire hold may not be quite 
as steady as prone, but a sitting gal- 
lery hold should rival a prone hold. 
Match results bear this out. In any 
good gallery shooting area in the 
country a 20X possible is needed to 
win sitting matches. 

Sitting for young juniors is some- 
thing else again. I really shudder at 
the idea of teaching sitting to juniors 
under about 15 years of age. When 
young people are growing rapidly, 
the proportions of their bodies 
change equally fast. This kind of 
situation is just not compatible with 
a position like sitting where the spe- 
cific position variation selected is 
highly dependent on body pro- 
portion. 

A second problem young shooters 
often have with sitting occurs when 
they use stocks that are too long, 
something that is often the case with 
junior clubs using issue DCM rifles. 
Reaching the right hand forward to 
the trigger straightens out that arm 
so much it becomes impossible to 
rest both elbows on the knees. 

In high power and adult gallery 
programs, sitting is a fine and chal- 
lenging position, but I don’t think it 
belongs in our junior program. I 


& 


a 


GARY L. ANDERSON 


would prefer to wait to teach sitting 
to juniors when they reach age 16 or 
thereabouts, a time when they have 
attained most of their adult growth. 

Three versions of sitting are com- 
monly taught, cross legged, cross 
ankled and open legged. The TUS- 
AMTU Service Rifle Instructors and 
Coaches Guide calls all three of these 
positions “equally satisfactory.” The 
TUSAMTU International Rifle Marks- 
manship Manual, however, calls the 
open legged “the least stable of the 
three variations.” I think the Army’s 
international people are closer to the 
truth. The open legged sitting will 
not produce the hold or the results 
that either of the other two sitting 
positions will. 

A lot of experienced shooters 
learned sitting in an era when the 
open legged position was still widely 
taught. Almost all of these shooters 
have long since switched to a cross 
legged or cross ankled position. In 
contrast, a shooter switching to the 
open legged position is practically 
unheard of. I only know of a couple 
good gallery or high power shooters 
who still use the open legged sitting. 

A quick check of the positions pre- 
ferred by the masters shooters would 
tell the same story. Shooter prefer- 
ence overwhelmingly favors the cross 
legged first and then the cross ankled 
positions. Only a small percentage 
of shooters use the open legged po- 
sition and many of them typically 
complain of sitting problems. 

The advantages of the cross legged 
and cross ankled sitting positions are 
great enough that the open legged 
position should not even be used or 
taught unless it is simply impossible 
to get into a sitting position any 
other way. The reasons for this are 
fairly obvious. The open legged sit- 
ting is a higher position which makes 
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it more difficult to get the body 
weight behind the rifle for better 
rapid fire recoil control. The legs 
are placed in such a way that they 
don’t provide as solid an anchor for 
the elbows. This means the position 
has a greater tendency to come un- 
glued in rapid fire. The most obvi- 
ous problem is that the legs just are 
not as solidly supported in the open 
legged position, which explains its 
poorer stability. 

Probably the best way to approach 
sitting is to first categorize shooters 
according to body proportions. The 
division should be between shooters 
whose arms and legs are long in re- 
lation to their torso and shooters 
whose arms and legs are relatively 
short in proportion to their torso. 
As a starter, the long torsoed shooter 
should use the cross ankled position 
where the feet are extended in front 
of the body. The long limbed shoot- 
er should use the cross legged po- 
sition where the feet are held close 
to the body. A shooter with aver- 
age body proportions can usually use 
either position successfully, but 
should probably start with the cross 
legged, 

This also explains the basic differ- 
ence between the two positions. The 
cross ankled position puts the sup- 
port points for the two elbows, which 
are ahead of the knees in this po- 
sition, quite far forward of the but- 
tocks giving the long bodied shooter 
someplace to put his torso. In con- 
trast, the cross legged position, whose 
support points for the elbows are 
the insides of the V’s formed by the 
knees, keeps the elbow location rela- 
tively close to the buttocks. The long 
bodied person who tries this po- 
sition finds that if he puts the rifle 
on his shoulder he can’t shorten the 
sling or bring his left hand back far 
enough to raise the rifle to the target. 
His long body places his head and 
shoulders above the highest point his 
arm length allows the rifle to be 
held. Hence the ‘upside-down head’ 
and ‘rifle butt on the arm’ positions 
that many gallery shooters use. But 
the long limbed shooter using the 
cross legged position finds that his 
short body keeps his head and 
shoulders low enough that his arms 
easily raise the rifle to a point where 
the butt is solidly on his shoulder 
and the muzzle points comfortably at 
the target. 


If a shooter cannot decide what 
his body type is, he should begin 
with the cross legged position, re- 
membering, of course, not to use a 
sling until the basic position is 
worked out. A second thing to re- 


member in developing a sitting po- 
sition is not to be afraid to bring the 
left hand back close to the action. 
This hand position is usually shorter 
in sitting than in either prone or 
kneeling. Attempting to keep this 
hand too far forward will make it 
difficult to keep the rifle on the 
shoulder or pointed at the target for 
all by the longest armed persons. 
By sitting down in position, a 
shooter can quickly see whether he 
is built for the cross legged position. 
The shooter who successfully uses 
this position has to be able to put 


the rifle solidly on his shoulder and 
not have to move his left hand ex- 
cessively far to the rear to get the 
rifle to point at the target. If the 
rifle ends up pointing at the ground 
somewhere between the shooter and 
the target or if a contorted body or 
head position is necessary to point 
at the target, then a try at the cross 
ankled position is in order. 

If a shooter can get himself into 
either position, the reasons for 
making a choice are not too pre- 
scriptive. The cross ankled position 

(Next page please) 
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spreads out the support surfaces 
more affording quicker recovery in 
rapid fire work. The cross legged 
position supports the knees more 
solidly and is probably more stable 
for those who can use it. The cross 
legged position is a split second fast- 
er to assume and seems to retain its 
orientation better, neither of which 
are of any consequence to the gallery 
shooter, but could make a difference 
to the high power rifleman. The 
cross ankled position puts the shoot- 
er more directly behind the rifle 
giving better recoil control. 

In either sitting position the basic 
principles are the same, although 
there are some obvious differences 
in position mechanics. Both po- 
sitions start by crossing the ankles 
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or legs. They should be crossed so 
that the elbow which is under the 
rifle (left) is supported by the leg 
(left) that is on top of the other leg 
(right). 

The exact position of the feet 
varies. Most cross ankled shooters 
extend their feet about as far for- 
ward as possible. Some will bring 
their feet a little closer to the body 
if the ligaments of the legs will con- 
tinue to support the knees. Another 
variation has the shooter placing his 
right foot under the left lower leg 
somewhere between his left ankle 
and the knee while the left leg re- 
mains extended. This lowers the 
height of the position somewhat. 

The height of the cross legged po- 
sition may be varied by whether the 
feet are crossed at the ankles or are 
extended to lie under the knees. In 
either position, it is vitally important 
that the legs be relaxed. Any lifting 
action by the leg muscles is a mis- 
take and should be corrected by a 
position improvement. 


The orientation of the position to 
the target depends on the position 
and the type of shooting. The angle 
the body points away from the target 
is less with the cross ankled position. 
In rapid fire high power shooting 
the body should be turned to get be- 
hind the rifle as much as possible so 
that recoil control will be better and 
access to the bolt will be free and 
easy. The gallery shooter may not 
want to face the target quite so much 
if he finds his hold is better when 
increasing the angle of his body with 
the target. 


The way the body is held also 
makes a difference. In the cross 
legged position, the back should be 
slumped down and relaxed. One of 
the secrets to a good cross ankled 
position is to lean forward with the 
body letting its weight rest on the 
legs. A common sitting position mis- 
take among beginners is trying to 
shoot while sitting up too straight. 


Good locations for the elbows are 
not hard to find in the cross legged 
and ankled positions, especially com- 
pared to the difficulty shooters have 
keeping their elbows in place in the 
open legged position. In the cross 
legged position the elbows fit natur- 
ally into the V’s formed by the bent 
knees. These pockets help to keep 
the elbows fixed in place during 
rapid fire strings. In the cross ankled 
position, the backs of the arms just 
above the elbows, and not the elbows 
themselves, rest on the flats of the 
shins below the knees. Here the 
knees serve to prevent the elbows 


from shifting position during rapid 
fire. 

The left elbow is out from under 
the rifle more in sitting than any 
other position. With good sling and 
shoulder support, though, it isn’t 
necessary to force the left elbow 
under the rifle. 

The sling, of course, is as important 
in sitting as it is in prone or kneeling. 
It must support all the weight of the 
rifle. Because the angle formed by 
the upper and lower arms is general- 
ly more acute in sitting, the best lo- 
cation for the sling is high on the 
arm. When developing a position, 
the sling should be added to the po- 
sition last and then tightened until it 
takes over the work of holding up 
the rifle from the muscles of the left 
arm without changing the position of 
that arm. Muzzle height should be 
controlled by adjusting left hand lo- 
cation and sling length simultane- 
ously. 

The right arm is sometimes used 
to help stabilize the rifle in gallery 
sitting, but should not be used for 
that purpose in high power. The 
right arm there should be free to 
work the bolt, load, and pull the 
trigger smoothly without the added 
burden of helping to hold the rifle 
still. 

Many gallery shooters insist on 
keeping the butt very low in their 
shoulder. If a proper position is se- 
lected, this is not only unnecessary, 
but it also produces a poor head po- 
sition and less control over the rifle. 
The buttplate should be squarely on 
the shoulder and as close to the neck 
as possible. 

If everything else is done correct- 
ly, head position is a problem that is 
already solved. As with the butt lo- 
cation on the shoulder, there certain- 
ly is no need for the upside down 
contorted head positions many still 
use if the right position is used. A 
good sitting head position will keep 
the head a little higher than in prone. 

Sitting is a position with a lot of 
special problems that haven’t really 
been systematically attacked. One 
reason for this is that it is not part 
of the more widely researched inter- 
national game. Nevertheless, it is 
still important to high power and 
gallery shooters and from them it 
deserves every bit as much attention 
as any other position. 


— NOTICE — 


IBS Charter Pins are being sold by 
Bob Hart, 401 Montgomery Street, Nesco- 
peck, Pa. 18635. The pins are either pin 
backs or screw type, and at $2.50 each. 
Please make checks payable to Robert 
W. Hart. 


PRECISION SHOOTING DECEMBER ’71 


Stuffing a 


Tight Necked 
Turkey 


If you think this is a new wrinkle 
on the old turkey stuffing recipes 
that appear each year at holiday time 

. 1 am afraid this will disappoint 
you. However, if you lean toward 
tight neck tolerances (TnT) as I have 
chosen to dub it, then read on for 
what I hope will be at least partial 
enlightenment on the subject. 

Tight neck tolerances are nothing 
new and the only claim I will make 
for any originality is the use of the 
TnT to identify this approach to 
better accuracy. Safe in the hands 
of a fastidious shooter and handload- 
er, tight necks can nevertheless be a 
source of rapidly increased pressure 
if the shooter neglects careful pro- 
cedures that are A MUST with TnT. 
When the neck tolerances are care- 
fully maintained the shooter goes 
onto the line with the knowledge 
that his ammo is fitted to the rifle 
chamber as precisely as it is possible 
to do and as a result each bullet is 
aligned with the bore to near per- 
fection. How much this helps total 
accuracy is a difficult thing to prove 
but one thing we can be sure of is 
that it cannot possibly harm accura- 
cy. Ina game so precise that match- 
es and championships are often de- 
cided by one thousandth of an inch 
we need every bit of help we can get 
be it physical of psychological. 

A true approach to obtaining a 
chamber with a tight neck tolerance 
and fitting the cartridges to that 
chamber can begin in only one way: 
with the reamer that cuts the cham- 
ber. While there are shooters who 
line ream or outside turn case necks 
for concentricity, little if any im- 
provement of the fit of the cartridge 
to the chamber neck is accomplished 
by this means. They actually in- 
crease the tolerance between car- 
tridge neck and chamber thus per- 


By BOB PEASE 


623 Washington St. 
Meadville, Penna 16335 
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mitting in many cases even poorer 
alignment than before. Only when 
cartridges are formed from some 
larger case, the shoulder shoved back 
and a new neck formed from the 
side walls of the original case, do we 
we have necks so thick and uneven 
that turning or line reaming will 
help much in the way of alignment. 

The true Tight Neck Tolerance 
chamber begins with the shooter 
specifying a dimension that will let 
him make and fit cartridge cases for 
that rifle. This is not a difficult di- 
mension to arrive at or to get in the 
finished chamber. Let’s consider first 
the dimensions we will want to speci- 
fy. Let us assume that the shooter 
has had a reasonable experience with 
the .222 Remington case and is quite 
familiar with it. If, as most shooters 
do, we have tried several brands of 
cases in the never ending search for 
better quality, we know that the neck 
wall thickness of most cases in the 
.222 family will measure about .012” 
on the average. Many will mike as 
thin as .010” on one side and as thick 
as .014” on another side but the aver- 
age will be pretty close to .012”. We 
know that the bullet diameter is .224” 
and by adding the neck wall thick- 
ness twice (once for each side), we 
come up with a predictable loaded 
.222 cartridge dimension of .248”. In 
most factory chambers the inside di- 
ameter of the neck will check out to 
be .254” to .255” and it doesn’t take a 
mathematician to tell that we have 
an extremely sloppy fit in the aver- 
age factory chamber. The reasons 
for this are no secret in our mass 
production minded world as some 
factory can some day hatch out .222 
cartridges that will manage by means 
of extra thick necks, crimp and what- 
not to closely approach the .254” 
mark, and after all some tolerance 
is needed for the case neck to ex- 
pand and let the bullet jump into the 
rifling of the barrel. 

The first factory approach to the 
Tight Neck Tolerance theory was 
made by Remington a little over a 
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year ago when they announced the 
40X-BR in .222 with a chamber neck 
inside diameter of .250”, a drastic 
.005” reduction from their standard 
factory chamber. This no doubt 
came about as Remington brass real- 
ized that most all 40X purchasers 
were knowledgeable shooters and 
handloaders and even then the rifle 
goes out with explicit warnings about 
the cartridge neck fit and the sug- 
gestion to either select cases or ob- 
tain correct dimensions by outside 
turning or inside reaming of the case 
necks. Some of these ‘TnT’ 40X-BR 
rifles were even accompanied by 
cases of the correct dimensions that 
had already been fired and tested in 
that rifle. It seems significant that 
a company long known for its efforts 
toward greater accuracy should an- 
(next page please) 
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hounce to the open market a rifle of 
such close neck chamber dimensions. 

A .250” chamber neck I.D. is by 
no means the smallest that has been 
tried. Many of the gunsmith shoot- 
ers of six to eight years ago experi- 
mented with chamber necks for the 
.222 as small as .247”, 246” and even 
.245”. No less an expert than L. E. 
Wilson of Cashmere, Wash. made 
line reaming“devices for thinning the 
cartridge case necks concentrically 
more than a decade ago. The use of 
a reamer having a Tight Neck Toler- 
ance is not an irrevocable risk on 
the part of the shooter as reamers 
made to work only on the neck area 
are available from all the reamer 
companies and it is no great job to 
open a neck if the tolerances appear 
too restricting for the capabilities of 
any given shooter. 


An important part of the calcu- 
lations for determining the inside 
neck diameter of a chamber is the 
amount of clearance necessary above 
and beyond the maximum diameter 
of the cartridge neck. Not less than 
.001” and usually .002” seem to be the 
most desirable dimensions and this 
is easy to understand if one con- 
siders that again this tolerance will 
be halved as clearance is needed on 
BOTH sides or in effect all the way 
around the cartridge. After nearly 
five years of experimentation I have 
settled on a reamer designed to cut 
the inside of the .222 neck area at 
.2485”. Actually I had experimented 
with chambers having neck I.D.’s of 
252”, .250”, .249”, .247” as well as the 
larger factory size of .254” and .255”. 
In my experience the best results 
were obtained with the .247” neck 
I.D. and the .250” was a close second. 
In all cases the experiences have 
been with not less than two cham- 
bers and at least two different rifles 
and shooters involved. The .247” I.D. 
while perhaps the best of them all, 
requires a constant watch on case 
length, neck thicknesses, die wear 
and general alignment while the 
250” neck I.D. will permit a full 
season of shooting with a set of cases 
and only periodic checking for signs 
of thickening of the case necks to a 
point of alarm. Neck I.D.’s or .247” 


or less generally require extreme se- 
lection of brass for initial firing or 
else special techniques prior to fire- 
forming the cases, a subject that will 
be covered completely in the second 
part of this article. 

Of course the .222” is by no means 
the only .22 caliber case which will 
lend itself to a tight neck tolerance 
nor is the .22 caliber alone. I have 
worked with four of the more popu- 
lar 6mm cartridges along this line; 
namely the 6x47mm, the 6mm Inter- 
national (Walker version), the 6mm/ 
250 and the 6mm/284. All of these 
rifles proved to be exceptionally ac- 
curate and while that accuracy can 
not be directly attributed to the tight- 
ness of the neck to cartridge fit, we 
can at least be certain that no harm 
was caused to the accuracy and just 
knowing that things all fit together 
properly helps any shooter to have 
more faith in his rifle. To arrive at 
chamber neck I.D, dimensions for a 
6mm bore cartridge is no more diffi- 
cult than for the .222. Again we start 
with the bullet diameter of .243” plus 
the two thicknesses of the case neck 
walls which will average around 
.0135” on the larger cases thus giving 
a calculation of .243” + .0135” + 
.0135” + .002” clearance equals .272” 
as a starting point. It should be 
noted that when 6mm cases are 
formed from the .22 family of brass 
the brass will be stretched when 
sizing up to .243” and the tolerances 
lessened accordingly. Thus 6x47mm 
made from .222 Rem. Mag. brass will 
show wall thicknesses of approxi- 
mately .012” per side giving a finished 
I.D. dimension of .269” with the same 
.002” clearance factor. If one makes 
6mm/250 cases from .250 Savage 
brass the former tolerances would 
be correct BUT if he makes them 
from .22-250 brass the latter toler- 
ances would be closest. 

The .308 Winchester cases are by 
no means exempt from closer neck 
tolerances experiments and here I 
have worked with .340”, .336” and 
.335” chamber neck I.D.’s. I con- 
sider the .335” to be the best for the 
careful and fastidious handloader 
who has the ability and the tools 
necessary to maintain the tolerances 


PRECISION STAYNLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 
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once the initial fit has been achieved. 

TnT chambers and cases have one 
drawback for the accuracy bug in 
that cases are harder to get, harder 
to make and more difficult to main- 
tain in correct tolerance. The shoot- 
er who has to have 100 good cases 
for each and every rifle will no doubt 
become dismayed at the work need- 
ed to produce these cases. But the 
shooter who needs ten good ones in 
his loading block and maybe ten 
more in the background, just in case, 
will have no trouble at all with a 
‘Tight Necked Turkey’. 

Neither is a lathe a prerequisite 
for a Tight Neck Tolerance rifle and 
the making of match grade ammo for 
it. A gadget that you can carry in 
the palm of your hand and costing 
less than $25 will do the trick very 
nicely as will the outside neck turn- 
ing device made by Forster-Appelt 
and the new line reaming handload- 
ing tool made by Lee though the 
latter may need some modification 
to achieve the proper results. A 
good pair of micrometers and the 
ability to read them correctly is all 
that is really required though there 
are others things that make the job 
easier to do. The forming and prepa- 
rations of cartridge cases, turning 
and reaming to final dimensions and 
the loading techniques for the TnT 
procedure will be outlined in part 2 
of this article to appear next month 
in PRECISION SHOOTING. For 
those interested in obtaining top 
quality reamers for TnT chambers 
I would unhesitatingly recommend 
Max Clymer. Nearly all of my TnT 
reamers have come from Clymer who 
has achieved my specified .0005” di- 
mensions as well as managing ten 
day or less delivery of these special 
reamers at a reasonable price. I 
hasten to add that I do no rifle 
chambering myself but do prefer to 
own my own reamers so I can get 
exactly the dimensions I want for 
any particular experiment. Having 
a barrel chambered and fitted by any 
of the competent gunsmith/shooters 
is no problem nor is the request that 
your own reamer be used for the 
work. One very satisfying point is 
just knowing that if you get a cham- 
ber to your liking it can be dupli- 
cated a year later in another barrel 
and there won’t be any concern over 
how many chambers the reamer has 
cut in between. One good reamer 
could last a shooter or even a couple 
of shooting buddies a lifetime at 


least. Until next month when [ll 
try to cover the balance of STUFF- 
ING A TIGHT NECKED TURKEY 
CIEE). Ss, 
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Random 
Shots 


Betty Summerall Duncan 


By BETTY SUMMERALL DUNCAN 


8630 Olin Street 


Los Angeles, Calif. 90034 


There are rare occasions when one 
is not impatient over news being 
transmitted slowly ... when, in fact, 
one is secretly delighted that it 
traveled by Pony Express. This is 
one of those occasions! 

Because we were not aware of the 
most momentous happening in small- 
bore prone history ... Wwe were able 
to afford recognition in November 
P.S. to three outstanding shooters, 
who would otherwise have been 
denied their brief moments of glory. 
The epidemic of record - breaking 
scores in September —four Critch- 
field 3200’s and two 1600 Metallic 
Aggregates, one equaling, the other 
raising the existing Open Record— 
is truly monumental. 

A betting man would have given 
something like 10,000 to one odds on 
a record’s being broken twice the 
same day, after standing for thirteen 
years. But, that is exactly what hap- 
pened to the 1600-137X National Ci- 
vilian Record for the Metallic Sight 
Aggregate on September 11th. The. 
Open Record of 1600-142X for this 
course of fire was also shot to bits. 
When we left you last month, 21- 
year-old Allan Knowles shared co- 
holder status with Major Pres Ken- 
dall, as far as we knew. ... Yet, on 
the same date, STEVE KERN, also 
21, upped the OPEN and CIVILIAN 
METALLIC RECORDS to 1600-145X 
at the Illinois State Prone Champion- 
ship!!! 

But, STEVE KERN, who placed 
fourth over the field at Camp Perry 
*71 as an Expert, had just begun his 
attack on the record book. In fan- 
tastic conditions for the Milan range, 


KERN was even more fantastic as he 
fired a 1600-145X with scope, dupli- 
cating his Metallic Aggregate and be- 
coming the youngest member of the 
Critchfield Course 3200 Club... with 
the most spectacular prone score of 
all time —a 3200-290X!!!! And, what 
a score it was! Establishing new 
OPEN and CIVILIAN CRITCHFIELD 
COURSE NATIONAL RECORDS, 
STEVE KERN joins the ultra-exclu- 
sive Critchfield 3200 Club, expand- 
ing the membership to sixteen and 
increasing the number of Critchfield 
Course possibles to eighteen. 

Updating the records of Shooting’s 
HALL OF FAME, 3200 CLUB mem- 
bers appear in the following chrono- 
logical order for the Critchfield 
Course: #1 - Bill Krilling; Joe 
Barnes — the only shooter to fire his 
3200 over the difficult metallic sight 
course; Lones Wigger, Jr., with three 
Critchfield 3200’s to his credit; Bob 
Perkins, Dean Bahrman, Herb Hollis- 
ter, Tom Whitaker, Rans Triggs, Vic 
Auer, Don Nancarrow, Frank Boyd, 
George Stidworthy, Jerry Boswell, 
who holds the National Service 
Record of 3200-286X; John Comley, 
National Reserve Record-holder with 
3200-273X; Steve Kern, and Bob Ral- 
ston. 

Fifteen 3200’s have been fired with 
any sights by the following: Bruce 
Meredith, Bill Grater, George Stid- 
worthy, who has three 3200’s with 
scope; John Writer, Carl Guenther, 
Bob Bjorklund, who fired his 3200 
possible as a Junior, the only shooter 
to achieve that distinction; Vie Auer, 
Dave Boyd, III,; Dave Ross, Bob Gus- 
tin, Ray Green, Frank Boyd, and 
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Tom Whitaker. ... Of these thirteen 
shooters, Stidworthy, Auer, Frank 
Boyd, and Whitaker has also shot 
3200’s the “hard way” (half iron and 
half scope) and hold membership in 
the exclusive segment of the 3200 
CLUB. To distinguish between the 
varying degrees of perfection, the 
other nine firers of any sight 3200’s 
have been designated at 3200 Club 
“Associates”. . . . The current total 
of 3200’s has reached the 33 mark, 
fired by 25 shooters. 

* * * 


From Asheville, N.C., we learn that 
Major PRES KENDALL was winner 
of the Smallbore Prone Regional on 
September 4 - 5. Shooting his new 
Anschutz prone rifle, Kendall took 
all three aggregates by X’s over Cap- 
tain Carl Jooss of TUSAMTU, Fort 


(Next page please) 


HODGDON PRIMERS GUARANTEE 
CONSISTENT IGNITION IN 
RIFLES, PISTOLS AND SHOTGUNS! 


RIFLE AND PISTOL PRIMERS 
Hodgdon primers offer consistent ig- 
nition achieved by superior chemistry 
and top quality control in production. 
Tests show less variation in velocities 
and pressures shot to shot. This means 
greater accuracy in your reloads. All 
sizes available: large and small pistol 
and large and small rifle. 


SHOTSHELL PRIMERS NO. 9 
Hodgdon primers are engineered to give 
more consistent performance with mod- 
ern powder and wad combinations. They 
are oversized to fit reload after reload. 
These primers will fire in any make of 
shotgun without malfunction or misfire. 
Hodgdon Data Manual 21, at your dealer 
or order direct — $2.00. 


Write Dept. P.S. 


HODGDON POWDER CO., INC. 
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS 66202 


Benning, Georgia. In the Metallic 
Aggregate, it was 1598-137X for Ken- 
dall; 1598-116X for Jooss....A single 
X separated them in the Any Sight 
Aggregate, which went to Kendall for 
a 1600-141X. .. . Pres Kendall’s win- 
ning Grand Aggregate was 3198-278X, 
while Carl Jooss had 3198-256X for 
the runner-up position... . Fifty-one 
competed in light, tricky breezes... . 
Kendall and Major Jim Hinkle, US- 
MCR, teamed up to win both 2-man 
Dewars, scoring 800-71X with both 
irons and scope. ... NRA President 
Fred Hakenjos visited the range both 
days. 
* * * 

Earlier in the summer, Pres Ken- 
dall outclassed 43 entries at Gallatin, 
Tenn., to annex the Tennessee State 
Prone Championship by a sizable 
margin. Under switching wind con- 
ditions and high temperatures, Ken- 
dall aggregated 3197-263X. Closest to 
him was Resident Champion Steve 
Clendennen, with 3189-236X. 


* * * 


On the same weekend at the Salt 
Lake City, Utah, Prone Regional, JOE 
SPECHT, public relations executive 
for Harrah’s Club in Reno, Nevada, 
withstood the fairly windy, some- 
times sneaky, sunny conditions to 
outpoint Don Peterson, of Manteca, 
Calif., in the Metallic Aggregate— 
1595-110X to 1590-105X. 

It rained during the first two any 
sight matches, tempering conditions 
somewhat on the reputedly rough 
range. Don Peterson came through 
with his first 1600 possible, X-count 
133, which was also the second 1600 
for the Salt Lake City range. (Bob 
Adler fired the first 1600 there, which 
was also his first 1600)... . Creed 
Page, Grand Junction, Colo, recover- 
ing nicely from his heart attack, was 
back in action with a 1599-122x, 
dropping his point at 100-yds.... 
Specht lost 3 points in the 100-yd 
stage of the Dewar for a 1597-131X. 

Regional Champion Specht finished 
with a 3192-241X over Peterson’s 
3190-238X. 


Attendance was down at the Marina 
Rifle & Pistol Clubs’ Preliminary 
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Tryout for the 1972 Olympic Games 
held at Santa Monica on October 9- 
10, due to two other Calif. tourna- 
ments being scheduled for the same 
weekend. 

Jack Robinson, of Tarzana, Calif., 
barely edged Carl Guenther in the 
Int’! Full Course via the tie-breaking 
rules, as each ended up with 1135. ... 
They each had 397 prone. Standing, 
Robinson scored 361 to Guenther’s 
356. Guenther posted 382 Kneeling, to 
Robinson’s 377; however, Gary Dun- 
ning from Pennsylvania, now living 
in Bakersfield, had top score of 388. 
Dunning’s 1110 was the third quali- 
fying score. The only other qualify- 
ing 3-positional score was Bob Bjork- 
lund’s 1107. 

Carl Guenther was again “Creed- 
moored” in the English Match by Sam 
Thoman, III, a college student in San 
Luis Obispo. Both had 597’s.... 
There was ten so-called “qualifying 
scores”, but no one is quite sure for 
what they were qualified (read last 
month’s P.S.). . . . Bob Bjorklund 
was third — 596, followed by Jack 
Robinson — 595; AMN Don Maher, 
USAF (now in Thailand), Mks.—594; 
Mike Allen, USMCR, 593; Steve Woj- 
tak, 588; Mary Lou Adler, High Lady 
—587; Alan Michael, High Junior— 
585; Jon Jones, Ex — 585. 

Competition was challenging at the 
NRA approved International 3 - po- 
sition match at Atlanta’s River Bend 
Gun Club on Ocotber 16. Had it 
been registered, Pres Kendall would 
now be co-holder with David I. Boyd, 
III, USMC, and Margaret Murdock of 
the National Service Record of 380 
Standing. Only the incomparable 
Gary Anderson has exceeded it and 
holds the Open and Reserve Records 
with 384. 

Kendall’s outstanding 1155 winning 
Aggregate also included 397 Prone 
and 378 Kneeling. . .. Lt. Lanny 
Bassham, TUSAMTU, placed second 
scoring 397 Prone, 364 Standing, and 
384 Kneeling for an 1145. ... Dean 
Bahrman, with 392 Prone, 361 Stand- 
ing, and 385 Kneeling, which was 
high, totaled 1138. 

Lt. Bob Gustin, TUSAMTU, had a 
598 English Match win. Bassham and 
Kendall were second and third, re- 
spectively, with a pair of 596’s. 

In addition to Standing, winners in 
the 3-positions were: Prone — Gus- 
tin - 399; Kendall’s 397 was 2nd.... 
Kneeling — Bahrman - 385; Bassham- 
384. 

* * * 

Approaching the finish line, the 
California State Prone Championship 
became exciting September 18 - 19 
weekend as Allan F. Knowles and 


Marine S/Sgt. William E. Donovan, 
an Expert, battled it out down to the 
wire. 

Knowles, who was untouchable 
with irons, discovered that his closest 
challenger was the rapidly-rising Ex- 
pert Donovan, a neighbor of Doc 
Garcelon’s in Maine. 


Tom Guerin was a powerhouse in 
the first two matches, taking the De- 
war iron — 400-37X over Knowles’ 
400-33X. Guerin’s 400-33X and Dono- 
van’s 400-28X were the only possi- 
bles in a windy 100-yd match and 
both, at that point, were clean for the 
day. ... At 50-meters CWO James E. 
Hill, USMC, was on top, scoring 400- 
33X ... followed by Doug Beede’s 
400-28X and Knowles’ 400-27X. Mean- 
while, everyone else was dropping 
points, including Guerin and Dono- 
van who were each 2 down. And, 
former National Champion Robert 
E, Perkins was disqualified along 
with an unclassified competitor for 
framing and firing on a 50-yd target. 
(Note: This type of disqualification 
— through an honest error —is oc- 
curring entirely too often for the 
good of the shooting game. ... See 
letter to the Chairman of the NRA 
Smallbore Committee in Nov. Ran- 
dom Shots, page 22)... . Los Ange- 
les Rifle & Revolver Club president 
Jim Seaberry, shooting as an Expert, 
came through for the 50-yd win with 
a 400-34X. Knowles 400-31X and 
Donovan’s 400-27X accounted for the 
only other 400’s ...so you can guess 
what the conditions were like. 


Strange as it may seem, Los Ange- 
les Rifle & Revolver Club members 
seldom experience an advantage on 
their home range ... partly because 
conditions are constantly changing. 
But, Allan Knowles appears to have 
a metallic sight advantage, wherever 
he shoots. With only one point 
down, Knowles excelled in the Metal- 
lic Aggregate, X-ing 120X. .. . Bill 
Donovan galloped in as a “dark 
horse” for the runner-up slot, his 
1598-114X edging Doug Beede’s 1598- 
112X,. Everyone was amazed... but, 
it really isn’t that surprising. After 
all, Marines are traditionally rifle- 
men. “Dauntless” Donovan (as Kar- 
la Auer named him), who had previ- 
ously been hampered by his equip- 
ment, has made solid strides and 
gained new confidence since putting 
together a new outfit. A left-hander, 
he reversed a 52-B, acquired a new 
Douglas barrel which he put on a 
Fajen stock, and added Freeland ac- 
cessories, along with new shooting 
glasses, which he prefers to a diop- 
ter. ... In lieu of being discouraged 
by the “retreaded Masters” who were 
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winning in the Expert Class, Dono- 
van accepted them as a challenge. 
Always smiling, he is certainly one 
of the most relaxed shooters around. 

Although the California State Post- 
al Team fell short of its 1970 record- 
breaking 3999 X 4000, still 3993-312X 
over the Dewar Course metallic 
sights is a creditable 10-man score, 
not easily beaten. Ranked according 
to placement in the Metallic Aggre- 
gate, team members and their scores 
follow: Knowles - 400-37X; Dono- 
van - 4(0-28X; Beede - 399-32X; Guer- 
in - 400-37X; Hill - 400-37X; John M. 
Lane - 399-29X; Seaberry - 400-30X; 
David A. Deyell - 397-26X; Cornelius 
A. Van Gelder - 400-33X; James Van 
Devender (Jr. Ex) - 398-23X. Clyde 
W. Ashcraft of Redwood City was 
Team Captain. Beth Irene Cullum 
(Jr. Ex), a member of the 1971 Ran- 
dle Trophy Team, was Team Coach. 

The Expert Class 2-man team of 
Donovan and S/Sgt. George B. Mer- 
rell, representing the MTU, Ist 
Marine Division, merited red-carpet 
treatment when they returned to 
Camp Pendleton after overpowering 
the field with their 398-24X 100-yd 
any sight win. ... Mary Lou Adler 
and Beth Cullum composed the 1st 
Master team, scoring 397-21X. 

A number of surprises kept the 
tournament interesting. In the De- 
war any, Dave Deyell Creedmoored 
“1600 King” George Stidworthy’s 400- 
38X. .. . Stidworthy, in turn, Creed- 
moored Jim Hill’s 400-34X at 100-yds 

. Guess who sneaked in with a 
400- 37X 50-meter win! None other 
than “Dauntless Donovan”. Hill and 
Harley Jessup had 36X’s while many 
were caught in conditions, including 
Stidworthy who had 399-38X, and 
Knowles. . . . At 50-yds, the “1600 
King” pulled rank on Bob McClel- 
land’s 400-39X. 

The only 1600 any sight possibles 
which developed were Jim Hill’s 
1600-138X and Harley Jessup’s 1600- 
133X, his first 1600. 

Failing to win a single match, 
consistency paid off for ALLAN 


KNOWLES... CALIFORNIA STATE 
PRONE CHAMPION -_____- 3197-256X 
William E. Donovan, 

USMG) (Bs) (ote 3197-245X 
W/O James E. Hill, 

WSIMG Urge tea 3196-261X 
Thomas H. Guerin _____- 3195-267X 
Geo. J. Stidworthy, Jr. __3192-264X 
Doug: Beede 2-225. 55 3192-237X 
Hoe Specht) 23-3 ik: 3190-227X 
James R. Seaberry, 

(i) 22S oy pet Ee eh ee peti? 3189-252X 
C. A. Van Gelder —---.--_ 3189-239X 
John M. Lane (Junior) ~_3189-234X 
Robert E. Boydston _____ 3188-237X 


Siegfried Watzlawek ___3188-235X 
Mary Lou Adler ________ 3187-216X 
High Lady 


* * * 


There has been much going on this 
season in the far Northwest, and 
nearly all of it is spelled W-h-e-e-l-e-r 

. In the vein of the Pied Piper, 
Ray Wheeler must surely be hypno- 
tizing his fellow-shooters with the 
strains from his saxophone to induce 
them to follow him in every tourna- 
ment. 

Wheeler had Karl Kenyon install a 
new Atkinson stainless barrel on his 
Anschutz . . . and since then, the 
smoke seen hovering over the North- 
western states hasn’t been smog, but 
rather, Ray Wheeler burning up the 
ranges. ... Wheeler confessed, “Wish 
I had been smart enough last year to 
recognize the problem with the origi- 
nal barrel (it had been rechambered 
once).” 

At the pre-Perry regional at Mis- 
soula, Montana, sponsored by the 
Hellgate Civilian Shooters Associ- 
ation, Inc., Ray Wheeler performed 
as expected ... winning three of the 
metallic matches, being out-X’d in the 
meter by “a Marine reservist” . 
but clobbering thé mall by a 3- aint 
margin with his 1597-133X Metallic 
Aggregate. 

With the first scope match, Wheel- 
er realized that he was confronted 
not only by a swinging scope shooter 
from Calgary — Francis J. Trace — 
but a powerful squad of Marine re- 
servists. In fact, no one could have 
foretold just how much power that a 
certain one of the Marine reservists 
was destined to wield at Camp Perry. 

Marine Reservists won three of the 
four scope matches as Expert Allan 
E. Archibald, Andover, Conn., had 
400-34X for the 50-meter win; Michael 
H. Allen, Beverly Hills, Calif., took 
the 50-yd with 400-39X; “a Marine 
reservist” from Rochester, N. Y., had 
400-34X to lead in the Dewar. ...A 
400-30X by Stuart Cooper, an Expert 
(George’s. son), from Manhattan, 


- Mont., was tops at 100-yds. 


Now, let’s identify the mysterious 
“Marine reservist” — National Small- 
bore Prone Champion John Comley. 
He gained valuable doping experi- 
ence at Missoula and a good workout 
in competition with Ray Wheeler. 

Canadian Francis Trace took the 
Any Sight Aggregate— 1599-124X over 
Expert Archibald’s 1599-120X. Com- 
ley was third, aggregating 1598-135X, 
over Expert Richard Mahlum, US- 
MCR, from Tampa, Fla., who had 
1598-121X. Stuart Cooper’s 1597-129X 
followed, then Mike Allen’s 1596- 
135X, and Ray Wheeler (who left his 
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saxophone in the motel) had 1596- 
130X. 

Leaning heavily on his metallic 
sight advantage, RAY WHEELER 
pulled another one out of the coals 
for a 3193-263X victory over JOHN 
COMLEY’s 3192-259X. ... Don Wood, 
USMCR, of Bakersfield, Calif., who 
placed third with 3188-229X, credits 
his improved shooting to the pace set 
by Comley. . .. Richard H. Dubbs, 
Elk Grove, Calif., had 3188-206X (let 
me invite him to come shoot with 
us). ... Mike Allen was next with 
3185-247X. So glad he is shooting 
again. We’ve been friends since he 
was setting National Junior Records. 

In the 2-man Dewar metallic, Mike 
Allen - 400-35X and Robert Mottram, 
Stratford, Conn, - 399-26X, came 
through for the USMCR with a win- 
ning 799-61X. The other teams were 
so far behind that we won’t em- 
barrass them by listing their scores. 

* * * 

I am so saddened over the news 
that our dear friend JESSE GRIGG 
will not be around on December 11th 
to try for his annual metallic sight 
400 on his 85th birthday that I am 
going to postpone my eulogy for 
Jesse. We were working together on 
a feature about his life and theories. 
He even took a self-portrait for me. 

. Time ran out too soon, I shall 
try to make it up to him... if that 
is possible, when he is no longer 
here to read it... . He is mourned 
by all readers of Precision Shooting. 

* * * 

Now, on a festive note — Random 
Shots wishes each of you a very 
happy Yuletide season, and good 
shooting in the New Year! If you 
would care to reciprocate, get a new 
subscriber or two... for those of 
us who donate our efforts for you 
and your sport and wish for each of 
you a very Merry Christmas!!! 


NEW ! 


J-B NON-IMBEDDING 
BORE CLEANING 
COMPOUND 


Especially compounded for 
the removal of lead, metal 
and powder fouling from 
rifles, pistols, shotguns. 
Guaranteed to improve ac- 
curacy — will not harm 
finest bore. 


| NON-IMBEDDING Bott 


2-OUNCE JAR 
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plus 35¢ handling charges 


Pennsylvanians add 6% 
State Tax 
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WHAT CALIBER 1000 YD. 
BR RIFLES? 


I follow your technical column in 
Precision Shooting with great inter- 
est and I regard your competence 
highly so. 

I am an Italian shooter, gunsmith 
too, and I should have a lot of ques- 
tions to ask you, but obviously I 
signify only three. 

What caliber, or calibers, for 1000 
yard bench shooting in Unrestricted 
class, and what twist, what bullet 
weight? Is 264W. advisable? 

What is, in your opinion for thirty- 
pound rifle and 1000 yard shooting, 
the best rifle engineer: Block system 
(see Ferris Pindell’s rifle) or Sleeved 
action (Bob Hart’s actions) ? 

Is, in the Harts’ Unrestricted 
action, the barrel free floating or 
holds the sleeve strictly the barrel? 

I will be very thankful if you can 
answer these questions. 

Good luck to you and good shoot- 
ing. 

Dott. Giorgio Tinarelli 
40133 Bologna 

Via Della Barca, 50/6 
* * * 

At the present time 1000 yard bench 
rest shooters are using 6.5mm, 7mm, 
and 30 caliber (7.62mm) on various 


Thee Gunsmith BLACK 


FINISHING UNIT 


Made especially for the man who 
wants to do the best in firearm refin- 
ing — for himself or for profit. This 
same process is used by manufac- 
turers. Comes complete with tanks, 
burners, supply of 
PENTRATE cry- 
stals, instructions 
and all equipment 
needed. Write for 
details. 


HEATBATH 


CORPORATION 


Springfield 1, Massachusetts 


large capacity cases. I believe the 
record small group is held by a 7mm 
on a case approximately the size of a 
7mm Remington Magnum. The .308 
Norma (or .30-338) has done well 
also using Sierra 190 or 200 grain 
match bullets. However, the 6.5 on 
the Weatherby .300 has been proba- 
bly the most popular. 

In the 7mm a twist of 9 to 10 inches 
is recommended for bullets of 168 to 
175 grain. In the 30 caliber a twist 
of 10 to 12 inch is recommended for 
bullets up to the 200 grain, although 
the 12 inch would probably be margi- 
nal for 200 grain. In the 6.5 most 
shooters seem to prefer the heavy 
bullets, usually 140 grain. These re- 
quire a twist of 8 inch. 

If I were to make up a 1000-yard 
rifle, it would be either the 7mm 
Rem. Magnum using the 168-grain 
Sierra Hollow Point Boat-tail or a 
.30-338 (.30 on the 7mm Rem. Mag- 
num case) using the Sierra 190-grain 
Hollow Point Boat-tail. I would pre- 
fer a 10 inch twist in the .30 and a 9 
or 10 inch twist in the 7mm. 

The sleeved actions are more popu- 
lar than the bedding block system. 
The sleeve is installed on the re- 
ceiver only and the barrel is left free 
floating. The sleeve provides a good 
place to mount the telescope and 
also provides a larger, less critical, 
bedding surface. Bob Hart may be 
sleeving now. Certainly his brother, 
Clyde Hart, is building complete 
rifles using sleeved actions. Clyde 
Hart is the famous barrel maker. 
Bob Hart makes actions and com- 
plete rifles. He also does the barrel 
drilling for Clyde. —M.H.W. 


2221/2 CARTRIDGE 
MEASUREMENTS 


Would you be good enough to let 
me know the measurements of the 
222% cartridge. I am not sure if it 
is a Magnum necked back to 222 neck 
length, or if it is a 222 Mag. necked 
back and shortened a certain amount. 

If it is done by using the 222 
chambering reamer put further in 
what is the correct amount of differ- 
ence in headspace as I would like 
to keep my chamber to standard 
measurements. 

Thanking you in anticipation of an 
early reply, 

Ron Marsden 

25 Tyalgum Avenue 
Panania 2213 
N.S.W. Australia 


* * * 
Mr. Tooly has sent your letter re- 
garding the 222-1/2 cartridge to me 
for reply. 


M. H. Walker 


There are two versions of the 222- 
1/2. One is based on the .223; the 
other is based on the .222 Magnum. 
The one based on the .222 Magnum 
is fairly straightforward, The 222 
reamer is used; the chamber is made 
.150” deeper than the standard 222. 
This would give a head to shoulder 
distance of 1.410”. 

The 222-1/2 based on the .223 is 
probably done in the same manner 
but the 222 reamer is run in only 
.050” deep giving a head to shoulder 
of 1.310”. In both instances the neck 
of the cartridge case is made longer 
to fit the new chamber by sizing in 
a 222 die. —M.H.W. 


A PRECISION CARTRIDGE 


PRIMING TOOL 


WITH “MECHANICAL” PRIMER FEED 


A rapid, efficient tool that will auto- 
matically insert primers with great ac- 
curacy in both rifle and pistol cases. 


Each shell holder will handle two sizes 
of case heads. 


Priced at $28.80 (allow postage for 5 
Ibs. and insurance) which includes shell 
holder, two priming rods (large and 
small), magazine tube, loading tube, 
sorting tray, instructions. 


Standard shell holder for .38 Spl. and 
.30-06. Extra shell holders (two cal.) for 
$2.00. 


This cartridge priming tool allows you 
to clean and to inspect the all important 
primer pocket YET SPEND NO MORE 
THAN AT THE LOADING BENCH. 


THE GUN CLINIC 
81 Kale St. Mahtomedi, Minn. 56557 
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Concepts of 
Stands (PART II) 


mM 


By LT. COL. RICK HORNBECK 
RD #1, Box 51 
Pine Bush, N. Y. 12566 


Last month we more or less 
covered the stands in general terms, 
trying to get the big picture. We 
pointed out that stands have their 
place, are functional under some con- 
ditions, and can be a handicap to the 
shooter who doesn’t understand their 
limitations. The stand shooter who 
enters the Experimental class and 
has done his homework with ample 
practice under good and bad range 
conditions, and performs well under 
the pressures of competition, can 
really put on a show. For my money, 
one of the best, if not the best, shoot- 
ers under any and all conditions 
with this class rifle is Bud Carden 
of Kansas City, Kansas. Bud is a 
pro and his groups under most any 
conditions are outstanding, It’s a 
pleasure to watch him shoot, murder 
to shoot against him. He completely 
understands the rest under his rifle. 
He reads range conditions like the 
morning paper. 

There is only one primary and 
mandatory requirement of the stands 
under the Experimental class rifle. 
That is, it must be reliable and with- 
out error. The slightest movement 
due to play or sloppiness from shot 
to shot removes all capability to ob- 
tain the desired results. That sounds 


like a major accomplishment for de- 
sign and building. But with a few 
simple design features, we can elimi- 
nate any error due to wear. For ex- 
ample, we can spring load adjust- 
ments made by threads, thereby load- 
ing the thread in one direction. We 
can use a split bearing and remove 
wear error by tightening the split 
bearing with a set screw. These two 
methods can be accomplished in any 
small shop with limited equipment 
and facilities. Simple and effective. 


Some stands in use today are very 
simple, having only two moving parts 
—one for elevation and one for wind- 
age. The return to battery stop is 
most often found on the rear rest, 
but is just as effective on the front 
rest. My personal desire in a rear 
or front rest is simplicity. I person- 
ally prefer the return to battery stop 
on the rear stand. There isn’t a 
reason in the world not to have all 
adjustments for windage, elevation 
and the stop on the front stand. But 
best you have long arms if you are 
going to look through a scope and 
make windage and elevation cor- 
rections with the front stand. My 
147 lbs. limit the reach, so I like 
everything at the back of the rifle. 

Some competitors have incorpo- 
rated a number of features they feel 
help in making corrections and using 
their stands. Dial indicators are 
used, making a very impressive rig. 
I do not want to give my good friend 
Frank Tirrell the impression I am not 
impressed with his stands. He has 
beaten me too many times for that 
kind of attitude on my part. By the 
way, Frank had two scopes mounted 
on his gun at the last match — one 
for the target and one focused at a 
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shorter range to look over mirage 
between the firing line and target. 
This guy is an experimenter of the 
first magnitude. His equipment is 
complex and finished in the taste of 
the perfectionist. This is the kind of 
person we need in this class. 


Some incorporate a camming 
feature which allows returning down 
to the sighter target for a quick 
“what the heck is going on” shot, 
and then a rapid return to the record 
target for another record shot. As 
pointed out in last month’s issue, 
making rapid changes in elevation 
and windage with stands is quite a 
ball of wax compared with sand- 
bags. The first stands that had this 
camming capability were made up 
and used by L. E. “Sam Wilson” of 
Cashmere, Washington, the gent in 
the cover photo of P.S. for July 1971. 
Here again we have another per- 
fectionist. Keep in mind, however, 
that this sort of feature requires 
some attention to detail during the 
building; it is an area of possible 
error and sloppiness. And attention 
to what we are doing during the 
match is required so that we get ten 
shots into the record target, not 
losing a record shot in the sighter. 
It has happened. 

Most stand shooters prefer to guide 
their rifle with round bars running 
on nylon or like material in the form 
of a “V”. This eliminates any rough- 
ness due to wear that will develop 
with a metal to metal rail and guide. 
Others use the nylon in the form of 
a “V” and a round ball rides in the 
“Vv”. Both systems are equally ef- 
fective. 

I would suggest that anyone think- 
ing about building such a rifle con- 
sider using designs that will make 
switching to the Benchrest class with 
its sandbags simple and without 
major changings in guides and rails. 
The rule book has made this possible 
by placing only limited requirements 
on both classes of rifle. 

The foregoing may seem a bit limit- 
ed in information concerning stands. 
The point is, this class allows a 
number of ideas to be used and con- 
tinued equipment development possi- 
ble. And that’s really what this class 
is all about: the continued develop- 
ment of equipment for ‘accuracy in 
firearms, the primary reason for 
bench shooting. It is the first ob- 
jective listed in our rule book, and 
a point of interest, it was the first 
objective of the first rule book for 
bench shooting. 

Assuming that we are going to 
have our windage and elevation cor- 

(Next page please) 
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rections in the rear stand, we have 
very limited requirements for a good 
front stand. Any of the front stands 
available on the market can be modi- 
fied with limited difficulty to com- 
plete our equipment. Two stands are 
being made for the big guns. Both 
are a bit more massive than the regu- 
lar bench shooting stands and must 
be completed, with guiding means for 
the top of the stand, which is no 
major problem. One is made by 
R. W. Hart & Son, 401 Montgomery 
St., Nescopeck, Pa. 18635; the other 
is made by Wichita Engineering and 
Supply Inc., P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, 
Kansas 67202. Wichita Engineering 
also makes a rear rest for the Ex- 
perimental class. 

It’s interesting to note that our 
fellow bench shooters down under 
in Australia are going great guns 
with this form of rifle. They are 
developing the big gun and stands 
in just about every concept possible. 
The sport is growing, I would guess, 
because of the freedom of thinking 
by this group, without any hamper- 
ing by tradition. No raised eyebrows 
over 50 lb. rifles and stands to match. 
I don’t think 50 Ibs. is necessary, but 
if I get beat too often by one, I might 
just have to build one! 


TRADING POST 


WANTED 
Copies of Shooters News and Ultimate in 
Precision Shooting. State price first letter. 
Bob Pease 
623 Washington St. 
Meadville, Pa. 16335 


FOR SALE 
Biehler-Asthes .224 bullet making dies. 
Many extras. Made only 3046 bullets. Like 
new. 
John Fry 
Rt. 5, Box 844-B 
Bremerton, Wash. 98310 


BENCH REST and 
VARMINT SHOOTERS A 


Jackets available: 38 caliber 1/2 
jackets @ $12.00 per M. postpaid. 


Bullets: 38 & 9mm cal. revolver 
& pistol in 1/2 & 8/4 Jackets. 
22 cal. BR. Bullets in Flat Base 
or Semi B-T with “Bore Scraper 
Grooves”. 


Bullets can be shipped out of State only to 
a dealer. Direct shipment in N. Y. State to 
individuals over 18 years of age. 


25 lb. spools of Lead Wire, 5/16” dia. 
Other sizes on special orders of 100 lbs. 
per order. 


Several presses, Sets of Dies, and Powder 
Scales (all brand New) at about Wholesale. 
Write for prices & Enclose a Stamped En- 
velope, FOR A REPLY. 


(Member of NRA & IBS) 
KENRU Reloading Service 


166 Normandy Ave. 
Rochester, New York 14619 
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The .224 


Don-Ace ... 


THE SUPER 
DON-W ASP 


By RONALD A. CZARNOTA 
39-3 Latham Village Lane 
Latham, N. Y. 12110 
(Temporary Address) 


60 Tudor Road 
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14215 
(Legal Address) 


In April of this year a new car- 
tridge was sired, here in the Mohawk 
Valley of New York State. A step- 
child of the .225 Winchester case, it 
fulfills the hopes of Harvey A. Don- 
aldson to once again be out in front 
where the action is. 

Formulated with a backing of 80 
years of shooting experience, and 
more than 65 years of target shoot- 
ing and case designing, it exemplifies 
sound reasoning and theory. 

Unlike many cartridges which are 
designed on a make and see what 
develops basis, Harvey had a definite 
objective in mind and he developed 
his new case around it. Basically 
his plan was for a case with a 30 
grain powder capacity, to propel a 
55 .224” cal. bullet at around 3700 ft. 
sec. velocity at a reasonable pressure. 

This higher velocity would give a 
flatter trajectory, and this heavier 
bullet, of 55 grains, with its higher 
sectional density to resist wind de- 
flection better. To reduce the 
pressure a barrel having the 14-3/4 
inch twist was used. 

As many of the old timers will re- 
member, the .219 Don-Wasp had a 
real heyday during the early days of 
bench rest shooting. Actually, it was 
this same .219 Don-Wasp rifle that 
started modern bench rest shooting 
in this country. At first, 219 Zipper 
brass was fire formed to produce the 
.219 Don-Wasp. This was an easy 
case to form; very few were discard- 
ed in case forming. Along after 
World War II the factory Zipper 
brass seemed much thinner, and with 
that a difficulty arose. 

The newer cases would not hold 
up during fire forming. More split- 
ting of case necks were found than 
with the early Zipper cases. Then 
when the Winchester Company dis- 
continued making Zipper brass, the 
death rattle of the .219 Don-Wasp 
was heard. Those shooters who still 
used a rifle chambered for the .219 
Don-Wasp case continued to use 
them, but very few new rifles were 
made in that caliber. As the supply 
of brass dwindled, so did its follow- 
ing. 


Of course, cases could still be made 
out of 25/35 or even the 30/30 brass. 
But this called for neck reaming, as 
well as in shortening the case. Most 
shooters considered this just too 
much of a job. Shooters began 
clamoring for a new cartridge. For 
a while a wildcat called the 22/250 
was pretty hot, and controlled the 
market. But this larger case did not 
have the ideal case capacity. Hold- 
ing too much powder it soon fouled 
up the barrels, and it never was an 
efficient case design. 

Along around 1950 when Reming- 
ton brought out the .222 Remington 
case, the shooters began to shy away 
from the Varminter. This small new 
case caught on at once, and very 
soon it reigned supreme as top dog. 
While still a good cartridge, the .222 
lacks zip with the 55 grain bullets. 


Progress never stops, and Harvey 
never stops either. The shooters 
thought they had reached the top, 
but Harve’s out to change all that 
very soon. 


The original .219 Don-Wasp was 
designed to efficiently burn 28 grains 
of 3031 powder back of the 55 grain 
bullet. And it certainly did do this 
job. This particular load was found 
by Harvey’s accidentally noticing a 
sort of pepper effect on the snow in 
front of the bench where he was 
doing his shooting. This while test- 
ing a case design that held 36 grs. of 
3031 powder. This sort of pepper 
found on the snow, on close exami- 
nation, was found to be simply a lot 
of powder that had not burned 
properly in the fired case. 


So the design of the case was cut 
back until it held only 28 grains of 
3031 powder, and no more unburned 
powder grains were found on the 
snow. This final design was of 
course the original .219 Don-Wasp 
cartridge. Harvey soon found that 
for peak performance, a case should 
have no air space at all. The proper 
load should fill the case right up 
under the bullet, and it must burn 
all the powder that it holds. This 
criteria, by the way, is a must for 
the new Super Wasp design. 


In recent years Harvey has done 
considerable chuck hunting, as well 
as target shooting with a rifle cham- 
bered for the 225 Winchester car- 
tridge. During several years of load- 
ing for this rifle he has not lost a 
single case due to defects. This I 
believe can be attributed to staying 
below a pressure of 55,000 psi. This 
Winchester brass does appear to be 
very good. I believe the main reason 
this .225 W case was chosen for the 
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new case was that it was the closest 
to the old Wasp design currently 
available. 

One should remember that the 
original .219 Don-Wasp was a good 
and efficient case design. So we 
believe it is a sweet memory to its 
inventor, Well, if it worked out so 
good before, and gravity works today 
as it did yesterday, why not do it all 
over again. So... by simply taking 
the .225 Win. case, cutting off 1/8 
inch from the length, then having the 
neck 5/16 inch long, with a shoulder 
angle of 30 degrees, with body of 
case 1-3/8 inch long to the shoulder, 
a big brother of the old .219 Don- 
Wasp was born. 

This new case design is hardly 
born in a wanting era. The target 
shooters have a slew of fine accuracy 
cartridges to choose from. The .222 
Rem., 6 x 47, and the .308 are just a 
few. So this new case design will 
have an uphill climb all the way. 
The .308 is a mighty fine cartridge 
but the recoil is a bit too much for 
the average shooter. That little 
flinch or facial grimace will add 
thousandths to your group. Right 
here is where the lighter recoil of 
this new .224 Don-Ace is a definite 
plus. 

As this is written the writer has 
been informed that Keith Francis, of 
Talent, Oregon, is stocking the ream- 
ers for the .224 Don-Ace cartridge. 
Both the .224 and the 6mm version 
are ready for immediate delivery. 

Reports from the West Coast are 
that the shooters who have already 
tooled up for these two new cases 
are having success with them in their 
bench rest shooting. Harvey sent 
samples of his new cases to friends 
on the West Coast. Also, and this is 
important, Fred T. Huntington, the 
big boss of that R.C.B.S. outfit, 
carries in stock the necessary case 
forming, trimming, and sizing dies, 
as well as all the loading dies for 
the above mentioned cases. 

Incidentally, they made the very 
first loading dies for the new .224 
Don-Ace case, which were used in 
loading the ammunition used in our 
testing. 

The original rifle, in .224 Don-Ace 
caliber, in its present form was 
chambered by Clyde Hart. Clyde 
also made the barrel with the special 
slower twist and fitted it to the 
action. A 40XB action was used with 
the 40x trigger. This has a clean, 
crisp let-off of 14 oz. pull. The bar- 
rel is 24 inches long measured from 
base of bullet to the muzzle. The 
barrel has a straight taper from 1-1/8 
inch at the breech to .720 at the 


muzzle. The wood is a 40XB stock 
which has been altered and check- 
ered by Leon Johnson of Ilion, N. Y. 
Topping off the rig is a Lyman Super- 
Targetspot in 15X, with fine cross 
hairs. 

This brings the outfit up to a 
weight of 11.5 Ibs. The action of 
this rifle is not sleeved, but has been 
glass bedded, also by Leon Johnson. 
The entire length of the action plus 
3 inches of the rear of the barrel is 
bedded in plastic. This gives about 
13 inches of total bedding area, The 
rest of the barrel is free floating. 


From several months of testing 
with the new rifle, with loads of 
4320, 4064, 4895, and 3031 powder, 
together with the 52 gr., 53 gr., and 
55 gr. Sierra bullets, we have found 
that the average accuracy obtained 
so far is even better than with the 
old .219 Don-Wasp rifle. Harvey tells 
me he believes that this new case of 
his is even better than his old .219 
Don-Wasp case. The simple fact that 
it gives better accuracy, together 
with the higher velocity obtained 
with the 55 grain bullet, would give 
it an advantage over the lighter bul- 
lets at a far less velocity out at 200 
yards or over. 


Harvey as well makes no special 
claims for his new case design other 
than the fact that it will drive a 
heavier bullet at a higher velocity 
than any other rifle he has ever used 
in .224 caliber, except the .220 Swift. 
Chronograph tests have proven the 
velocity of this new case design 
beyond a doubt with the 55 grain 
Sierra bullets. 

This is what Harvey started out to 
find in the first place, and now that 
the accuracy of this new rifle is even 
better than was expected under ad- 
verse Weather conditions, it should 
give far better long range accuracy 
than some of the other rifles in .224 


cal. that still use these lighter .224 
caliber bullets. 

Only time will tell, on the ranges 
around the country, how well that 
rifles chambered for the new case 
design will perform. Harvey is will- 
ing to have the new case prove its 
worth, on the target ranges, just the 
same as happened with his old .219 
Don-Wasp design that started all this 
bench rest shooting so long ago. In 
a later article will be shown accura- 
cy tests with this new .224 Don-Ace 
rifle. 

While all the powders that were 
tried gave good accuracy, the final 
tests have shown that #3031 was the 
best powder to use, which is the same 
powder that gave the best results in 
the old .219 Don-Wasp case. With 30 
grs. of this powder and the 55 grain 
Sierra bullet, a velocity of 3700 ft. sec. 
was obtained, as shown by chrono- 
graph. 


PRACTICE 100 yd. Bench Rest targets, 
6 frames to the sheet: 
30 sheets $2.00 prepaid PP 
Case of 1000 
$30.00 FOB Clinton Corners, N.Y. 


30 caliber heavy bristled bronze bore 
brushes, US mfg. 
25 for $3.00 prepaid 


New MITUTOYO case neck and bullet 
jacket micrometers, measures 1/10 
thousandths $23.00 prepaid 


Jewelers Screwdrivers, set of 6 finest 
English made in wooden case 
$4.50 prepaid 


NEW double ended primer pocket cleaner 
for both sizes primers. It is called 
the BABY CROCOGATOR (it bites on 
both ends). ea. $2.75 prepaid 


Bullet spinners complete 
K/O die and straight line seaters 


$30.00 


$67.00 


J. DEWEY 
GUN COMPANY 


Clinton Corners, New York 12514 
Tel.: (Area Code 914) 266-3421 


WICHITA 


RIFLE REST 


$34.50 
PREPAID 
Black baked enamel - wrinkle finish 


No tools required - easy hand adjustments 
Cast iron and steel construction for maximum 


stability 
Precision rolled threads 


Chrome plated hardware - hardened pointed 


leveling screws 


Non-rotating and contoured nest to prevent 


sand bag from moving 
Fully-adjustable fore-end stop - 514” 
horizontal - 3” vertical 
Total weight 11 pounds, 8 ounces 


WICHITA ENGINEERING & SUPPLY, INC. 
P. O. Box 11371, Wichita, Kansas 67202 


PRECISION 


ALSO 
Precision Unrestricted 
Front & Rear Rifle Rest 


THE WICHITA PRECISION RIFLE REST IS USED BY 
BENCH REST SHOOTERS THE WORLD OVER 
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results in consistent accuracy. 


en Remington, Reports 


A primer is a little thing, 
_ but so is the 100th of an inch that | 


_ makes a bench rest champion. 


Over 80% of the top shooters at the 1970 
National Bench Rest Shooters Association Na- 
tionals used Remington primers. Here’s why, 


,; straight from Remington R&D. 


For openers, here’s what happens the moment the firing 
pin touches the primer... er. 

_ The pin drives the cup toward the anvil. Almost instantly, 
the explosive mixture is violently compressed between the 
cup and anvil. The resulting explosion then ignites the main 
powder charge. It sounds simple. But the number of factors 
needed to make sure that primer goes off with the same re- 


“sults round after round is a little understood masterpiece of 


technology. Admittedly, there are few significant differences 
between one primer and another. But what differences do ex- 
ist have a subtle effect on the kind of consistent shooting that 


Ba patie PRIMER CU 
PAPER DISC A || i LY 

PSS rag PAPER DISC 
PRIMER MIX [ 

PRIMER MIX 
PRIMER CUP : 
BATTERY CUP 
CENTER FIRE _ SHOTGUN SHELL 


The key to primer performance is “sensitivity”. . . making 
sure the primer consistently ignites with minimum striking 
force. And the key to primer sensitivity is the explosive 
mixture. HS 

Some time ago, Remington engineers decided that lead 
styphnate should form the explosive base rather than the 
potassium chlorate-mercury fulminate mixture used then. As 
a result, two serious problems were solved. First, the residue 
from lead styphnate won’t corrode the gun. Second, there is 
no mercury to attack the brass. (Which is why we call them 
“Kleanbore” primers .. . the name says it all.) 

Along with the basic explosive (we make our.own... from 
scratch) fuels, oxidizers and a sensitizer must be added. We 
use an organic explosive called “tetrazene” to increase the 
sensitivity of lead styphnate and to help make sure that mis- 
fires are virtually eliminated. Oxidizers and fuels are added 
to help control the violence of the explosion and to increase 
the ignition power and efficiency of the priming mixture. 


Basically, that’s the explosive-mixture story. Except for one 


extra, exclusive touch: each Remington primer pellet is made 
with a tiny drop of shellac added to the mixture. The result is 
a degree of protection from moisture. 3 

The smallest primer component—the anvil— also has a 
great influence on primer sensitivity. Anvils for center fire 
cartridges and shotshells were easier to design than the an-~ 
vils used in pistol/revolver ammunition . . . because a rifle or 
shotgun hammer delivers more force. So, Remington engi- 


_ neers designed two special anvils for pistol and revolver am- 


munition. The embossed fin on one and the truncated cone on 
the other help improve anvil sensitivity. 


Even though the tiny 
anvils are produced 
by the millions, each 
is made, and must 
conform to rigid 
specifications, to a 
minute fraction of 
an inch. And each is 
subject to close in- 
spection. 

The “hot” primer is something handloaders and shooters 
still argue about. But it makes sense to believe that if the hot 
primer really added to ballistics, Remington would be way 
out front with a hot primer. However, continuing Remington 
research leads us to conclude that a hot primer doesn’t sig- 
nificantly improve ballistics or accuracy. It may add a few 
feet per second, but it also generates greater pressures .. . 
which isn’t always a safe thing. If you're interested in im- 
proving ballistics and accuracy, you'll accomplish more by 
working with the front end of the cartridge instead of the 
rear. As one of our more philosophical research people put it: 
“Why light a cigarette with a blowtorch?” 


- Shotgun shell anvil 


Center fire anvil 
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As important as sensitivity is, so is uniformity. Uniformity 
of explosive mixture. (Even the size and shape of lead- 
styphnate crystals are controlled*by Remington processes.) 
For example, consider “barrel time”. . . the time from the in- 
stant of primer ignition to the instant the bullet leaves the 
barrel. The uniformity built into every Remingon-Peters 
primer insures that, with everything else equal, barrel time 
is almost the same from primer to primer. So a shooter has a 
better chance of having the bullet leave the barrel; round 
after round, when that barrel is in the same position of its 
vibration arc. That’s accuracy. And accuracy is what 
Remington-Peters primers are all about. 

“Remington Reports” is a series based off information from 
the people who design, engineer and manufacture Remington 
products. If you’d like to save them, we'll send you a free 
“Remington Reports” binder to keep them in. There’s no ob- 
ligation. And if you'd like a copy of our new and colorful 
Remington catalog, just write: Remington Arms Company, 
Inc., Dept. 348, Bridgeport, Conn. 06602. 


Remington, Oi) Peters 


Great guns deserve great ammunition. We make both. 


““Kleanbore”’ is a trademark of the Remington Arms Company, Inc. 


